I0y               TEDIOUS   ENTHUSIASM   OF   ROSINA   BULWER
had met in Paris, hailed her as a pioneer of feminism, and (for
a brief while) as her only friend.
Rosina Bulwer's novel The budget of the Bubble Family, pub-
lished in 1840, is dedicated to Frances Trollope, who, in a
fulsome letter of praise, is told that: "While all admire your
incorruptible honesty, which in you amounts to sublimity,
some in detrafting from your courage confess their own moral
turpitude, by asserting that you gland too high and are too
independent to suffer from being juSl and Staunch even to me,
You do indeed Stand too high; not from the reasons they
assign, but because your unflinching integrity approaches you
on all occasions and under all circumstances to the divine
service from which it emanates/'
How the poor lady muSl have regretted the warm-hearted
impulse which first led her to offer sympathy to this moSt
pitiless of bores! The peevish vanity of Rosina Bulwer had
already driven Tom Trollope half crazy, while he was doing
her the none too easy service of finding a publisher for this
very book. And then, when at laSt he and his mother had
persuaded her to accept the generous terms which Bull (a
publisher) had offered her, they found three volumes of
illiterate and bad-tempered egoism tied to the Trollope tail
by an unwelcome cord of fervent dedication.
Jessie Phillips was Mrs. Trollope's laSl excursion into politics
or sociology. She was to write one or two further novels with
a propagandist purpose (Father Euflace, an elaborate exposure
of Jesuit intrigue, is perhaps the moSt noteworthy), but she
had done with social reform. That she should ever have
meddled with it shows one of the limitations of her capacity
as novelist. It is good evidence of his better judgment and
more genuine authorship that Anthony Trollope checked him-
self from following in his mother's Steps, and only in his days
of inexperience sought to gild reformist argument as fiction.
In The Warden there is an element of propaganda that clogs and
muddies the pure Stream of character; in Caftle "Richmond there
are facts and views about the Irish famine that show how Strong
was the temptation to pronounce a sermon on humanity's